
Love and Compassion Ministries 
 

 This is a monthly  
publication produced by 
LCM. Permission is here-
by granted to repro-
duce this publication!  If 
you wish someone who 
is in jail or prison to re-
ceive a copy, call us for 

details. 
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Love And Compassion Ministries  

is 
Celebrating 18 years   

of serving our Lord through our 
Prison / Jail Ministry 

Homeless Ministry 

Bread Ministry 

Youth Ministry 

Drug Program Ministry 

  

It all started with three people. 

 Paula Philips               Ron Willis             Janet Bristow 

Love And Compassion Ministries was started with two Godly ladies, Paula 
Philips, Janet Bristow and a Tennessee boy, Ron Willis, that had seen the de-
struction in people’s lives from drugs. It was a team that prayed and got to see 
God work in people’s lives.  Our Lord used and blessed each of them as they  
served Him.  LCM is now made up of more than 30 volunteers.  The love of 
God is still working within each of the people that serve under Love And Com-
passion Ministries.  As we look back over these past eighteen years we can say 
it has been very challenging in many ways, yet very rewarding in so many other 
ways. 
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One of our most rewarding events that we have done throughout the years is the  
Homeless Service Day and Veterans Stand Down event every year. 

For nine years now the Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company of 
Fort Myers has teamed up with LCM to serve our home-
less and veterans.  Together we have served thousands of 

cups of their wonderful products. 

This would never have come about if not for  
Jim and Joann Cossairt.   

(Picture Left) 

God Bless  
Jim, Joann and so many others that have served within 

the Pepsi wagon all these years. 
Thank you 

Pepsi Cola Bottling Company! 
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STREET OUTREACH MINISTRY  
 

The Street Outreach Ministry was started by Rev. William Stewart.  In 2007 LCM joined William and his family to 
provide the much-needed volunteers, food and equipment needed.  Very shortly the ministry grew and developed 
from a small ministry into a substantial ministry with many volunteers.  Three years ago the operations of the minis-
try was turned over to Dave And Frani Strever of Street Watch.  They are doing a great job serving this community 
ministering to the homeless as they provide clothing, shoes, hygiene packs, bus passes, a wonderful meal and a 
Church service where many are accepting our Lord as their Savior.   
 
This ministry is so needed in this community!   

Rev. William Stewart 

Frani Strever  
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PRISON / JAIL MINISTRY 
 

Love and Compassion Ministries was started as a prison ministry.  Seeing the same people returning to the prison 
system time and time again will break your heart.  Pastor Holbrook and Mark Decker have been ministering to the 
men at the Lee County Stockade for years now.  They love it and the inmates love them.  More importantly, they are 
leading people to the saving grace of our Lord.   
 

On Mondays, Nick Trosterud goes to the Charlotte County Corrections, where he teaches a group of men called the 
Veterans Club from 9am to11am.  Approximately 75 members show up.  He also teaches at the Department of Cor-
rections Fort Myers Work Camp the same day from 7pm to 9pm. 
 

The Word of God needs desperately to be taught in the jail and prison system, but we also have to minister to them 
while they are on the outside.  That means helping them with jobs, clothing, housing, transportation and counseling. 
 

Housing an inmate in jail costs thousands of dollars!  To 
teach them about a wonderful Savior is priceless.  When 
someone turns from their wicked ways and accepts Jesus 
Christ, they become a creation that will not be a burden 
on society. 
 
God bless all that go behind the bars to teach the Word of 
God!  This is a ministry that is so needed! 
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HOMELESS MINISTRY 
 

Nick Trosterud is our director of The Homeless Ministry.  Lee County has more than 3,000 homeless people liv-
ing out of their cars, under bridges, in the woods and various other places where law-enforcement will allow them 
to sleep.   They are in need of shelter, yet all the shelters are and have been full for months.    
 
These people feel like outcasts of society and need hope.  Many are temporarily homeless due to a job situation or 
illness that has drained them of their finances. On Tuesdays, Nick goes out to the Elks Club in North Fort Myers 
from 10:30am-12:00pm where he gives out Bibles, batteries, bug spray, etc. and has prayer time with approxi-
mately 12-20 people. Common to all religious faiths is the responsibility to care for those most in need – provide 
food, clothing, water and shelter.  It is also common to all religious faiths to stand for justice for the poor and op-
pressed people.    
 
This is a ministry that is so needed! 

 

DRUG PROGRAM 
 

Love and Compassion Ministries works directly with numerous, very wonderful, Christian drug and alcohol pro-
grams.   We believe that without Jesus Christ you cannot be delivered from your addictions.  Many times we are 
asked to go to court to ask the judge to allow a person to complete a drug program rather than going to prison.  
 

We do our own evaluations of people who desire to stop living as addicts and want to change their lives!  We do all 
we can to make sure that when we recommend a person to a program that it is the right place, at the right time and 
that the person will be able to complete the program.  Love and Compassion Ministries makes all the arrangements 
for the entry including transporting the person to the program.  It is so nice to see the change in people’s lives after 
completing a nine month or longer in-house Christian drug program. 

All of our services and most of the programs are free to the client.   
 
Hello Pastor Willis, 
 
 I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!   I pray you are in the best of health and spirits 
when this letter reaches you.  Here’s a few words to convey how much I appreciate your help and support.  I thank 
you from the bottom and top of my heart. 
 
     Rev. Willis, I truly believe God used you to work in my behalf.  Christopher Whitney said he talked my plea 
deal over with you and you agreed with it and said I should take it.  So again I thank you.  I also realized that I’m still 
accepted at Teen Challenge upon my release from here, so I will pray about that. 
 
     I want you to know, just by your willingness to help me and the effort you put forth in preparing, talking with 
my family and my attorney increased my faith, because you made me feel worthy of someone’s else’s love and care.  
I realize you spent a lot of time traveling back and forth and asking for my acceptance and it’s my prayer God will 
richly bless you. 
 
     Once again I want to say, “Thank You!” 
 
     You were very impressive in the courtroom when you handled my misdemeanor case.  I stood there in 
amazement as God spoke through you.  Everyone in the courtroom was in awe as you spoke, even the judge! 
  
 I pray God will continue to bless you, your family, and your ministry.  Peace be with you always. 
 
  Your Brother in Christ, 
   
  Elijah   
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 YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

Love And Compassion Ministries, Inc. has been ministering to the youth at Crossroads for many years now.  On the 
fourth Saturday of each month John Domino along with a large team of Christian men and women fix a great lunch 
and then a wonderful dinner to feed the young men while teaching them the Word of God.    
 
Nick Trosterud goes out to Crossroads every Wednesday from 2pm-3pm and teaches a Bible Study to the kids. The 
kids participate so many weeks in the study and then receive a certificate from LCM once they complete the study. 
 
These young men are our future. Please pray for them and all LCM’s Youth Team Ministry members that care 
enough to reach out to them!   If you wish to join the team please call John Domino, our Youth Director at 239-574-
5683 or e-mail us at RonWillis@LoveCompassion.com. 
 
Crossroads Wilderness Institute 
45991 Bermont Road 
Punta Gorda, Florida  33982 
 
Many are coming to know Christ because of what is being done in our Lord’s name there. 
 
This is a ministry that is so needed! 
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Friends and Partners, 

February 14 is Valentine’s day, the day we are to celebrate the gift of love, romance and loving relationships.  Love is 
a strange thing.  It can be the most amazing feeling in the world, or it can hurt as nothing else can, but in the end love 
is something we all need to be able to receive and give.  While there are many different ways to define love, it all 
comes down to having a desire to put others before yourself.   
 
Love is the continual act of unconditionally putting the needs of others before your own.  When you utter the words "I 
Love You," do they carry with them the desire to show someone you love them or do they carry with them what you 
want to feel?   When you say it, do you really mean it while willing to do anything for that special person?   Rather 
than impose your own expectations or attempt to control them, try to understand how others feel, where they come 
from and who they are.  Realize that they might or might not love you back. 
 
If you cannot love another person without attaching stipulations, then it is not love at all, but deep-seated opportun-
ism.  If your interest is in the other person as to how that person can enhance your experience of life, then it is not un-
conditional.  If you have no intention of improving that person’s life, allow that person to be himself, accept him as he 
is, and not who you want him to be, then you are not striving to love him unconditionally.  Our Lord tells us that we 
are to visit the widows, orphans, prisoners, weak and poor.  We are to reach out to these in God’s love! 
 
I Corinthians 13 says:  1.  If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am become sounding 
brass, or a clanging cymbal.  2.  And if I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I 
have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  3.  And if I bestow all my goods to feed the 
poor, and if I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profiteth me nothing.  
 
 4.  Love suffereth long, and is kind; love envieth not; love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,  5.  doth not behave itself 
unseemly, seeketh not its own, is not provoked, taketh not account of evil;  6.  rejoiceth not in unrighteousness, but re-
joiceth with the truth;  7.  beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.  8.  Love never 
faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall be done away; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether 
there be knowledge, it shall be done away.   
 
9.  For we know in part, and we prophesy in part;  10.  but when that which is perfect is come, that which is in part shall 
be done away.  11.  When I was a child, I spake as a child, I felt as a child, I thought as a child: now that I am become 
a man, I have put away childish things.  12.  For now we see in a mirror, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in 
part; but then shall I know fully even as also I was fully known.  13.  But now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; and 
the greatest of these is love.  (From the American Standard Bible) 
 
Love expects nothing in return.  That doesn't mean you should allow someone to mistreat or undervalue you.  It means 
that giving love does not guarantee receiving love.  Try loving just to love someone!  Realize it can be lost.  If you 
realize that you can lose the one you love, then you have a greater appreciation of what you have.  Think how blessed 
you are to have someone to love.   
 
In 1850, Alfred Lord Tennyson said, “It is better to have loved and lost, than never to have loved at all.” 
Won’t you show someone Christ’s Love that lives within you, today! 
  
In the Presence of our LORD,        

  
 
  

Ron Willis, President 
Love and Compassion Ministries, Inc. 
 

RRRon Willis 

To God Be The Glory! 
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Prayer requests are very important to us!   
We always need people who are caring and willing 

to personally pray for others’ needs.   
 

GOD ANSWERS PRAYERS 

SEND YOUR PRAYER REQUEST TO … 
PrayerRequest@LoveCompassion.com 

 

Behind every  
thoughtful deed  

is a  

generous  
spirit  

inspired by the  

heart of  
God. 

  
Love And Compassion  

 Ministries  

 

P.O. Box 152636 
Cape Coral, Florida 33915 

 
Phone: 239-574-LOVE(5683) 

Fax: 239-574-8183 

 
Email your comments to: 

newsletter@LoveCompassion.com 

  

 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 
www.LoveCompassion.com 

Like Us On FaceBookLike Us On FaceBookLike Us On FaceBook   


